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Let’s Start: 314-241-2324  

Parish Office  
 

1408 South 10th Street  

St. Louis, MO 63104  

 

Phone: 314-231-9328 

Fax: 314-621-2232  
 

www.stvstl.org   

W 
e, the people of Saint Vincent DePaul Parish in the  

Archdiocese of Saint Louis, Missouri, are committed to  

following Jesus Christ, Evangelizer of the poor.  

We do this through:  

 

 Eucharistic centered worship and continued spiritual formation. 

 Service to the poor and oppressed. 

 Preaching the Gospel by word and action in an ecumenical spirit. 



Page 2     www.stvstl.org     St. Vincent DePaul 



 
 

 
 
 

 

CHURCH IS OPEN! 
We will have be having Masses on Sundays at 

9:00 & 11:00am.  We will not be having Saturday    
masses for a while.  However, we are resuming 

daily Mass at 12:05pm, Monday - Friday.  
 

Masks are required before entering the Church 
& your temperature will be taken as a precaution.  

We will also have live-streaming of the 9:00a Mass 
available on our website for your convenience, 

should you choose to stay home: 
 

― St. Vincent De Paul 
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph 
 

On this feast of the Holy Family, we want to offer all 
families blessings. “Family” may have a lot of different           
connotations these days. In the United States, the “father,   
mother, child” family is less common now, and large Catholic 
families are not as common as they once were. The concept of 
family is more fluid with many forms of blended families due to 
second marriages, multigenerational households, and other l 
iving arrangements. In a recent survey by the Pew research 
center, four in ten babies are born to single mothers. Other   
children are being raised by grandparents or foster parents. In 
today’s Genesis story, Abraham was ready to concede to      
another form of family, making the child of one of his servants 
his heir. The reading from Hebrews reiterates the story of    
Genesis, and “your descendants will be more numerous than 
the stars.” The Gospel relates the story of the presentation in the 
temple.  
 

POWER IN PRESCRIBED RITUALS 

Joseph and Mary presented Jesus in the temple at eight 
days old, as was prescribed by Mosaic law. For many Catholic 
families, baptismal gowns were handed down through           
generations, and a baptism was a time of great celebration. 
Sadly, in our culture, baptisms continue to decline. There are 
many reasons for this: fewer practicing Catholics, more interfaith 
marriages, more secular weddings, fewer weddings by clergy, 
and problems or misunderstandings that turn people away. 
Many have left the church altogether because of the way they 
were treated. For some the parish is not a welcoming place. For 
others baptism has become just a ritual they go through for the 
sake of the grandparents.  

 

EXAMPLES IN OUR ELDERS 

When someone does present a child for baptism, it can 
become too easy for others to pass judgment because the    
parents don’t know the rubrics well, or aren’t dressed better, or 
“why is that single mother having her baby baptized during 
Mass?” Notice that the Gospel says nothing about the priests of 
the temple and how they received Jesus. Rather it talks about 
Simeon and Anna. They are worth a study in themselves.     
Simeon is a devout man who is there waiting for a particular 
sign, and it is fulfilled when he see the Christ Child. Anna is just 
in the temple praying, as is her custom. After the presentation of 
Jesus, she does what she does best—she goes back to praying 
in the temple. Perhaps these readings teach us how we as a 
faith community can see the sacredness in those families      
presenting their children for baptism, and welcome them as did 
Anna and Simeon. May we all learn from their wisdom!  

 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
 

8:30AM  -  4:30PM 

New Year’s Mass 
Schedule: 

 
 

We will be having in-person 
Mass on Friday, New Year’s 

Day at 10:00am. 
  

THANK YOU! 

“It is his good pleasure 
that we remain always 
in the holy joy of his 
love.” 



We pray for all  
who are sick and  
their caregivers: 

 
Tom Murphy 
Angie Stanard 
Dianna Wozniak 
K.C. 
Chris Kerlick 
John Hermann 
Bob Bischoff 
 
 
 

 
Perry Garcia 
Ed Hagelstein 
Maren Matsen 
Shawn Karp 
Fr. Nicholas Kaloke 
Fr. Larry Asma 
 

**NEW GUIDELINES RE. PRAYER LIST:**  
 

Pursuant to new guidelines set forth by the  
Archdiocese in accordance with HIPPA, we may only  
honor requests by parishioners or immediate family for the 
Bulletin Prayer List.  Names will only  appear for a 30 day 
period. Thank you.    

Please pray for the  
following residents  
In nursing homes:  

 
Mary Leimkuehler,  

Dorothy McFerren, & Patricia Dannenberger          

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
Dec 27 Gregory Overturf 
Dec 27 Dennis Turek 
Dec 29 Nika Cafazza 
Dec 29 Joe Himmelberg 
Dec 29 Carolyn Hubler 
Dec 30 Perry Garcia 
Dec 31 Sarah Kocher 
Dec 31 Ray Martin 
Dec 31 Dennis Wells 
Jan 01 Adrian Aguayo 
Jan 01 Kevin Chavez 
Jan 01 Robert Simon 
Jan 02 Barb Thomas 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

 
Dec 28    Mike & Rina Bequette       7 yrs 
Dec 28  Jim & Jane Lammers     55 yrs 
Dec 29  Jim & Geri Ryan      48 yrs 
Dec 29  Joseph & Jamie Sharamitaro  13yrs 
Dec 30  Steve & Ann Varga      54 yrs 
Dec 31  Brian & Trish Wells      16 yrs 
Jan 01  Jim & Mary Vetter      25 yrs       
   

MASS INTENTIONS: 

Sunday, Dec 27 

 9:00a People of Our Parish 

 11:00a   Our Volunteers 

Monday, Dec 28 

 12:05p Ed Hagelstein 

Tuesday, Dec 29 

 12:05p  Our Volunteers 

Wednesday, Dec 230 

 12:05 Ladies of Charity 

Thursday, Dec 31 

 4:30p Susannah Lindsay 

Friday, Jan 1st 

 10:0oa Jerry Rieder 

Rest In Peace: 

Bob Bischoff 
(Husband of Shirley Bischoff & 

Long-Time Parishioner) 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Our office will be closed  New 

Year’s Eve  &  New Year’s Day.    



What did Pope Francis Say?  
 

    Vatican City 
 
 
“As shepherds kept watch over their flocks by night, “the glory of the Lord shone around them” (Lk 2:9). In the 
midst of our earthly night, a light appeared from heaven. 
 
What is the meaning of this light that shone in the darkness? Saint Paul tells us: “The grace of God has ap-
peared”. The grace of God, “bringing salvation to all” (Tit 2:11), has shone on our world this night. But what is 

this grace? It is divine love, the love that changes lives, renews history, liberates from evil, fills hearts with with peace and joy. 
 
Tonight the love of God has been revealed to us: it is Jesus. In Jesus, the Most High made himself tiny, so that we might love him. But we can still ask ourselves: 
why does Saint Paul describe the coming of God into our world as “grace”? To tell us that it is utterly free. Whereas on earth everything seems to be about giving in 
order to get, God comes down freely.  His love is non-negotiable: we did nothing to deserve it and we will never be able to repay it. The grace of God has appeared. 
Tonight we realize that, when we failed to measure up, God became small for our sake; while we were going about our own business, he came into our midst. 
 
Christmas reminds us that God continues to love us all, even the worst of us. To me, to you, to each of us, he says today: “I love you and I will always love you, for 
you are precious in my eyes”. God does not love you because you think and act the right way. He loves you, plain and simple. His love is unconditional; it does not 
depend on you. You may have mistaken ideas, you may have made a complete mess of things, but the Lord continues to love you.  How often do we think that God 
is good if we are good and punishes us if we are bad. Yet that is not how he is. For all our sins, he continues to love us. His love does not change. It is not fickle; it 
is faithful. It is patient. This is the gift we find at Christmas. We discover to our amazement that the Lord is absolute gratuity, absolute tender love. His glory does 
not overwhelm us; his presence does not terrify us. He is born in utter poverty in order to win our hearts by the wealth of his love. The grace of God has appeared. 
 
Grace is a synonym of beauty. Tonight, in the beauty of God’s love, we also discover our own beauty, for we are beloved of God. For better or worse, in sickness 
and in health, whether happy or sad, in his eyes we are beautiful, not for what we do but for what we are. Deep within us, there is an indelible and intangible beauty, 
an irrepressible beauty, which is the core of our being. Today God reminds us of this. He lovingly takes upon himself our humanity and makes it his own, 
“espousing” it forever. The “great joy” proclaimed tonight to the shepherds is indeed “for all the people”. We too, with all our weaknesses and failures, are among 
those shepherds, who were certainly not saints.  And just as God called the shepherds, so too he calls us, for he loves us. In the dark night of life, he says to us as 
he did to them, “Be not afraid!” (Lk 2:10). Take courage, do not lose confidence, do not lose hope, do not think that to love is a waste of time! Tonight love has 
conquered fear, new hope has arrived, God’s kindly light has overcome the darkness of human arrogance. 
 
Mankind, God loves you; for your sake he became man. You are no longer alone! Dear brothers and sisters, what are we to do with this grace? Only one thing: 
accept the gift. Before we go out to seek God, let us allow ourselves to be sought by him.  Let us not begin with our own abilities but with his grace, for he, Jesus, is 
the Saviour. Let us contemplate the Child and let ourselves be caught up in his tender love. Then we have no further excuse for not letting ourselves be loved by 
him. 
 
Whatever goes wrong in our lives, whatever doesn’t work in the Church, whatever problems there are in the world, will no longer serve as an excuse. It will become 
secondary, for faced with Jesus’ extravagant love, a love of utter meekness and closeness, we have no excuse. At Christmas, the question is this: “Do I allow my-
self to be loved by God? Do I abandon myself to his love that comes to save me?”  So great a gift deserves immense gratitude. To accept this grace means being 
ready to give thanks in return. Often we live our lives with such little gratitude. Today is the right day to draw near to the tabernacle, the crèche, the manger, and to 
say thank you. Let us receive the gift that is Jesus, in order then to become gift like Jesus. 
 
To become gift is to give meaning to life. And it is the best way to change the world: we change, the Church changes, history changes, once we stop trying to 
change others but try to change ourselves and to make of our life a gift. Jesus shows this to us tonight. He did not change history by pressuring anyone or by a 
flood of words, but by the gift of his life. He did not wait until we were good before he loved us, but gave himself freely to us.  May we not wait for our neighbours to 
be good before we do good to them, for the Church to be perfect before we love her, for others to respect us before we serve them. Let us begin with ourselves. 
This is what it means freely to accept the gift of grace. And holiness is nothing other than preserving this freedom. 
 
A charming legend relates that at the birth of Jesus the shepherds hurried to the stable with different gifts. Each brought what he had; some brought the fruits of 
their labour, others some precious item. But as they were all presenting their gifts, there was one shepherd who had nothing to give. He was extremely poor; he had 
no gift to present.  As the others were competing to offer their gifts, he stood apart, embarrassed. At a certain point, Saint Joseph and Our Lady found it hard to 
receive all the gifts, especially Mary, who had to hold the baby. Seeing that shepherd with empty hands, she asked him to draw near. And she put the baby Jesus in 
his arms.  That shepherd, in accepting him, became aware of having received what he did not deserve, of holding in his arms the greatest gift of all time. He looked 
at his hands, those hands that seemed to him always empty; they had become the cradle of God. He felt himself loved and, overcoming his embarrassment, began 
to show Jesus to the others, for he could not keep for himself the gift of gifts. 
 
Dear brother, dear sister, if your hands seem empty, if you think your heart is poor in love, this night is for you. The grace of God has appeared, to shine forth in 
your life. Accept it and the light of Christmas will shine forth in you.  
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2020 Vincentian Christmas Program 
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THANK YOU… 

To ALL of our Volunteers, Donors, Drivers, Schools, 

Parishes & Parishioners...to ALL of you who helped to 

make our Christmas Program this year such a huge 

success.  It was our best one yet and we helped over 

2,000 people this year!  We are so incredibly grateful 

for your generosity, your time, talent and effort to 

make our Vincentian Christmas Program possible.  

This year was even trickier because of COVID-19 and 

the extra safety precautions we had to take in order to 

keep everyone safe, but together we all made it happen.  

Thank you all and may you have the spirit of     

Christmas fill your heart and spirit this year.  

 God bless! 

 

May your 2021 New Year be filled with good health, 

strong faith, connection, and joy! 

Sincerely, St. Vincent’s STAFF 

 



We are still in need of bottles of wine  
valued at $25 & above for our wine pull. 
The higher the value of wine, the more  
entries you receive for our Grand Raffle!  
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Wine Raffle  IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

  REGULAR OFFICE HOURS  are Monday - Saturday, 8:30am - 4:30pm  

  CHURCH IS OPEN!   We will be having Mass on Sundays at 9:00 & 

 11:00am.  No Saturday Masses for now, but we are having weekday 

 Masses on Mon-Fri at 12:05pm.  Masks are required  before entering 

 Church & we will be doing temperature checks at the entrance.  If 

 you have been exposed to COVID in the last two  weeks, we ask that 

 you please stay home.  Our 9:00a Mass will be live-streamed on our 

 website at  www.stvstl.org 

  Our Parish Hall is still closed for Meals.  We are only able to 

 serve our guests through the lunch window, as WE MUST follow 

 city guidelines until further notice.  Having to serve our guests this 

 way has driven up our costs a great deal.  If you would be willing to 

 help with these costs, please use our We Share link to donate now:   

 https://qrgo.page.link/hUzD7 

  FOOD DONATIONS:  Because of our limited availability, all food       
 donations must be approved first and scheduled in advance prior to 
 drop off.  Please  call our parish office at (314) 231-9328  

  
   


